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or fled abroad. The central committee of the Socialist Revolutionary Part}-, which after the amnesty of October, 1905, had operated in Russia, emigrated at the end of 1907. The exposure in 1908 of Azefs treachery, moreover, while highly embarrassing to the government, very nearly wrecked the socialist revolutionary movement. Social democracy fared almost as badly. Torn by inner dissensions, its membership depleted by mass arrests, the Social Democratic Party broke into small uncoordinated groups whose sporadic attempts at propaganda met with scant response from the workers. Forced to admit that the "revolutionary situation" was over, Trotsky and, in December, 1907, Lenin took the road of exile, which was to last for ten years. Stalin, arrested in March, 1908, was deported to Vologda. By the spring of 1908 nearly all revolutionary leaders were in prison, in Siberia, or abroad.
Liberalism, like the revolutionary movement, was in full retreat. Many of the zemstvos, traditional strongholds of liberal opposition, passed tinder the control of the conservatives. Outstanding zemstvo liberals, such as Prince G. E. Lvov, failed to secure re-election. Reaction was triumphant all along the line. Under the high patronage of the tsar and the Grand Duke Nicholas Nikolaevich ultra-conservative organizations multiplied and became more vocal and daring. Prominent among them was the Council of the United Nobility (Soiuz Obedinen-nago Dvorianstva) founded in May, 1906, but the most active role was retained by the Union of the Russian People. Disagreement between Dubrovin and Purishfcevicfa, respectively president and vice president of the Union of the Russian People, led to a split and the formation in 1908 of a rival Union of Michael the Archangel, led by Purishkevich. The influence enjoyed by the Union of the Russian People is all the more significant because its criminal activities, to say nothing of the pogroms, were a matter of public record. Dabrovin and fais confederates, among them A. E. Kazaetsev, a member of the security police, plotted and carried out the murders of two cadet deputies to the first Duma, M. I. Herfsoasfcein (June, 1906) and G. B. loflbs (March, 1907), as well as two unsuccessful attenapts against Wifcte (January and May, 1907). These sinister eaqploits were pamitted to go unpunished Acfaiowle^rag an airafancbe of tdegiaim fan the local agencies of tie Unkw of the Russian People dbmcrag for the ifaoltitioii of the second Duma, the emperor referred to tbe miioifc m **tfee iww-stay of the throne" and the standard-bearer of 'legality aad